
Well-designed and well-managed green infrastructure (trees, shrubs, and grass in parks, forests, 
gardens, streets, traffic islands) can significantly contribute to the quality of the urban environment 
and provide a wide range of benefits including watershed management and disaster risk prevention, 
climate change adaptation and mitigation, air quality improvement, human health benefits, food and 
fuel supply, jobs and income generation and biodiversity conservation.  
 

Urban and peri-urban forests ς including all trees, forests, natural green spaces and agro-forestry 
systems in and around urban settlements ς are the backbone of the green infrastructure bridging rural 
and urban areas. The development and management of the urban and peri-urban forests can thus play 
a key role in ensuring the provision of a number of services vital for the livelihood and health of the 
urban and peri-urban communities. 
 

In order to maximize these services, however, it is essential that the urban and peri-urban forests are 
fully integrated into city planning. In fact, the interaction between the grey, blue and green elements 
of a city is the key to reshape or build urban areas better equipped to face the increasing global 
challenges.   

 

Objectives 
 

Å Discuss the role of urban and peri-urban forests in the development of sustainable cities 
 

Å Contribute to an increased understanding of the goods and services that urban forests can provide 
through concrete examples from different counties and regions 
 

Å Prepare for the global dialogue that will take place during Habitat III (2016) 
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